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Course Description: When Worlds Collide 
 

Students prepare for college literature courses and for the rest of their reading lives in the 
two-semester course Illuminating Literature: When Worlds Collide. Teens explore not only 
forty-five literary terms but also writers’ devices and how the authors set up racial, spiritual, 
emotional, age-related, and psychological collisions of worldviews. This course also 
reveals the strategies authors use to mold readers’ minds and hearts. Students read eight 
classic novels by British and American authors: Pudd’nhead Wilson by Mark Twain, The 
War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells, The Friendly Persuasion by Jessamyn West, Peter Pan by 
Sir James Barrie, Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals, A Tale of Two Cities by Charles 
Dickens, Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, and The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis. To 
respond to the elements and themes found therein, they react in a Novel Notebook, in 
class discussions, in optional activities, and in essays. Some Christian content. No 
prerequisites needed. 

 

 

 

 

 


