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Characters in Crisis 

 

Course Description: Characters in Crisis 
Students prepare for college literature courses and for the rest of their reading lives in the 
two-semester course Illuminating Literature: Characters in Crisis. Teens learn almost 100 
terms and writer’s devices as they occur naturally in the selections. They’ll also gain an 
appreciation for fine literature and become aware of the powerful tools authors use to 
capture their hearts. In addition, they discover how the author’s life and philosophies 
inform the character’s crises and choices. Students read five short stories, two memoirs, 
four full-length British novels, one biography or autobiography of their choice, and one 
Shakespearean play. To respond to the elements and themes found therein, they react in a 
Novel Notebook, in class discussions, quizzes and opinion surveys, optional activities, and 
essays. Some Christian content. No prerequisites needed. 

 

 Reading List 
“A Jury of Her Peers” by Susan Glaspell, in the textbook 
Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, Dover Publications 
Silas Marner by George Eliot, Dover Publications  
Much Ado about Nothing by William Shakespeare, Dover Publications 
An Assortment of Short Works: 

“A White Heron” by Sarah Orne Jewett, in the textbook 
“The Garden of Forking Paths” by Jorge Luis Borges, link provided 
“Haircut” by Ring Lardner, link provided 
“The Lady, or the Tiger?” by Frank Stockton, in the textbook 
“Of the Passing of the First-Born” by W. E. B. Du Bois, in the textbook 
“A Child’s Christmas in Wales” by Dylan Thomas, link provided 

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen, Dover Publications 
A biography or autobiography of your choice 
The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien, Mariner Books  
 


